House Leaders Still Seek Tax Bill Votes 

As Some Republican; Push for Changes, Democrats Pursue Attack 
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House GOP leaders straggled yes- 
terday to nail down the handful of 
votes they need to pass a $188 billion 
tax cut bill today while dissident Re- 
publicans stubbornly pressed for 
changes, including scaling back a 
$5O0-per-child tax credit. 

“We’re close but we’re not quite 
there,” House Speaker Newt Gingrich 
(R-Ga.) told reporters following a long 
day of behind-the-scenes negotiations. 
More than a dozen Republicans have 
threatened to vote with Democrats to 
block action on the bill, the “crown 
jewel” of the GOP “Contract With 
America,” unless they extract last- 
minute concessions. 

Rep. John A. Boehner (Ohio), House 
Republican Conference chairman, pre- 
dicted victory but asked whimsically: 
“How can it be this hard to cut taxes? 
That’s what I can’t understand. I can 
understand how it’s hard to raise tax- 
es, but not to cut them.” 

Meanwhile, congressional Demo- 
crats stepped up criticism that the bill 
favors the rich at the expense of the 
poor and President Clinton voiced 
strong opposition. “We cannot afford a 
cut of that magnitude and do the right 
thing by the deficit,” Clinton said at the 
White House. The president also 
urged Congress riot to “cut in ways to 
benefit very wealthy Americans and in 
turn cut education in ways that will 
weaken our country as a whole.” 

Gingrich replied that Republicans 
stand for “a lower deficit, less taxes 
and a smaller government” while the 
administration has shunned efforts to 


balance the budget or to bring costly 
programs such as Medicare and Med- 
icaid under control. 

Gingrich and his lieutenants had ap- 
peared confident Monday they could 
push through the bill after they negoti- 
ated compromise language with Reps. 
Michael N. Castle (Del.), Fred Upton 
(Mich.) and other GOP moderates 
linking the tax cuts to congressional 
approval of a seven-year plan for bal- 
ancing the budget. 

But more than a dozen other Repub- 
licans, including Agriculture Commit- 
tee Chairman Pat Roberts (Kan.) and 
freshman Greg Ganske (Iowa), have 
dug in their heels demanding further 
changes in the legislation. Roberts and 
Ganske have insisted on limiting the 
$500-per-child tax credit to families 
earning up to $95,000, instead of the 
$200,000 limit in the legislation. 

Roberts said the change would save 
an estimated $13 billion over five 
years and help defuse Democratic crit- 
icism that the bill was favors upper-in- 
come Americans. “With our approach, 
you achieve deficit reduction and you 
don’t get into the class-warfare ball- 
game” he said. 

A smaller group, including Reps. 
Constance A. Morelia (R-Md.), Frank 
R. Wolf (R-Va.) and Thomas M. Davis 
HI (R-Va.), threatened to oppose the 
bill because of a provision requiring 
federal employees to make greater 
contributions to their pension plans as 
a way of offsetting the cost of the tax 
cuts. ‘It’s not a crown jewel for a lot of 
my constituents, it’s a rock through 
the picture window,” Davis said of the 
bill. 

Republican leaders are trying to as- 


suage the dissidents without op ening 
the complicated package to a flood of 
last-minute changes. House Rules 
Committee Chairman Gerald B.H. Sol- 
omon (R-N.Y.) said that if the leader- 
ship bowed to the wishes of Roberts 
and Ganske, for example, it would 
“throw open Pandora’s box.” 

The Rules Committee yesterday 
voted to send the tax package to the 
floor today with strict instructions al- 
lowing Democrats a vote on a substi- 
tute proposal but denying votes on any 
other changes. Gingrich and other 
House leaders have said privately that 
even if they made concessions, such as 
limiting the family tax credit, it would 
do little to still Democratic criticism. 

Yesterday, Rep. Sam Gibbons 
(Fla.), ranking Democrat on the Ways 
and Means Committee, said the GOP 
package was “a lousy, poor bill in , 
terms of equity” and that “it’s the ! 
wrong time to be cutting taxes.” 

At least two Democrats, Reps. 
Mike Parker (Miss.) and Bill Brewster 
(Okla.), have indicated they would vote 
for the GOP tax plan. In that event. 
Republicans could afford no more than 
14 defections and still pass the rule 
and the bill 

In another development. Senate 
Majority Leader Robert J. Dole (R- 
Kan.) accused Clinton of ignoring fi- 
nancial problems in the Medicare pro- 
gram and called for sharp reductions in 
future spending under the system. Re- 
ferring to a new report that estimates 
the federal health program for the el- 
derly will run out of money by 2002, 
Dole accused Clinton of “a complete 
abdication of responsibility” in not pro- 
posing reforms. 
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